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FROM THE CEO

Welcome
Merry Christmas from all of us here at MAF!
2020 has been one of the most tumultuous and disruptive of our organisation’s 75 years. As it draws to a
close, and we feel the tiredness and exhaustion begin to catch up with us, we are heartened by these
words from Paul:
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up.” (Gal 6:9).
We know that it is very likely that as you read this magazine, that you are also feeling the effects of the
year that has been 2020. So can I encourage you to not grow weary in doing good.
To help with this, we have pulled together a collection of stories that will remind you of what you have
achieved for communities across the world in this recent year. The fruit of your generosity is indeed on
full display!
You have fully funded an emergency evacuation program for women facing domestic violence in remote
Arnhem Land. You have enabled the relief flights so desperately needed in this pandemic. You sewed
and stitched over 5,000 face masks for partner clinicians and staff serving in Papua New Guinea and
Arnhem Land. You have equipped us with the funds to perform hundreds of medical evacuations and so
much more.
Thank you for your continued faithfulness to this ministry.
As we enter into the festive season, may our God bless you and your loved ones and may you enjoy
celebrating the birth of His son.
Yours faithfully,

Ian McDougall
CEO, MAF Australia
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THE TEAM IN PNG
NEED YOUR HELP!
Two PNG aircraft require avionics upgrades in order to keep these aircraft
operational throughout the year. The old systems of these aircraft are becoming
increasingly obsolete and a source of significant challenge in maintenance
and certification.
Without reliable systems of communication, navigation and monitoring, these
planes will no longer meet the requirements needed to navigate the difficult flight
conditions of mountainous PNG to reach communities in need.
WOULD YOU CONSIDER GIVING TOWARDS
THE AVIONICS UPGRADE IN PNG?
Your tax-deductible gift is an investment into our MAF team and, in turn,
into the many lives that will be transformed as a result of their service.

OUR MAF ENGINEER
MAF Engineer David Walmsley works on
the avionics system of the Cessna 182.
These systems are critically important for
communication, navigation, monitoring,
and aircraft automatic flight control.

Papua New Guinea | Photo taken by LuAnne Cadd
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MAF Pilot with mum and newborn in a
LandCruiser in Goroka, going to the haus sik.

PNG | GOROKA

TA KIN G O FF WI T H
THREE PASSENGERS
LANDING WITH FOUR
Story by Glenys Watson • Photos by Brad Venter
It was Saturday morning when I received a call from Brad Venter,
our Flight Ops Manager, with a request for a medevac. The
medevac request came from a village in the Eastern Highlands
Province, a 30-minute flight away from Goroka, and it was for a
mother who was having difficulty in labour; she’d been labouring
for two days already.
The request came via Christian Radio Mission Fellowship (CRMF),
who not only install and maintain radios in villages like this one,
but equally importantly man the other end of the radio to assist
in situations just like this one.

sister). We put her onto a stretcher from the aircraft and loaded
her in. We also had one other passenger from the community
who wanted to go to town.
With the passengers secured in the aircraft, and a prayer for
strength for this mama, I took off heading for Goroka where
this woman could get some medical assistance.
However, after being airborne for about only five minutes I
heard the distinct cry of a baby. The baby had arrived at last, in
the skies above the Eastern Highlands Province. We decided to
carry on to Goroka where mum and baby could be checked at
the provincial haus sik (hospital).
Brad met us on landing in Goroka, and as the ambulance hadn’t
arrived, we transferred mum, bub and meri into the back of his
LandCruiser, and drove to the haus sik where the staff quickly
checked over the newborn baby - a little boy, and gave the mum
the attention she required.
Later, Brad and his wife Michelle went to see the mum and give
her some essential items for her stay in the haus sik.

All smiles — newborn safely delivered!

Providentially, on Friday we had refuelled the aircraft with plenty
of fuel ‘just in case we received a medevac or some other
emergency request over the weekend’. Little did we know at
the time that we would need it! Within an hour I was airborne,
with clear fine weather and light winds, it was a smooth flight.
I arrived at the village and the patient was ready and waiting,
along with her was a meri (her caregiver, who was the patient’s

I praise God for the safe arrival of
this little one, and being able to
play a small part in it. I certainly
won’t forget the time I took-off
with three passengers and landed
with four.
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AFRICA | DEMOCR ATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

RE S TO R AT I O N FO R
VICTIMS OF
WAR AND VIOLENCE
Story by Jill Vine • Photos by Andrew Parker & LuAnne Cadd

Patients ready to board in DRC
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Imagine if you were the victim of a violent crime, but you couldn’t
call an ambulance or go to hospital to seek treatment.
That’s what happens far too often for women in remote areas
of Africa who are victims of rape and violence. They undergo
something horrific and traumatic, and as well as having to deal
with the psychological impacts, they can’t access the support
of doctors to help them heal physically.
Lately this situation has been particularly rampant in the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo, where militia regularly attack
remote villages and rape women as part of ongoing conflicts.
Thankfully, this is where MAF can step in.
Recently, MAF Uganda were asked to help fly women who have
suffered violation crimes to the Panzi Hospital, which is dedicated
to help victims of rape and domestic violence. Even though the
planning and logistics were complicated, MAF agreed to these
challenges because of the desperate plight of these women.
Pilot Andrew Parker shared, “A visiting team of European doctors
came to Panzi Foundation in Bukavu to help these ladies as they
came from deep in the jungle for surgery.”

Gemena. The women had walked for days or taken motorbike
taxis to get to the airfields to meet the plane – a sign of just how
desperately they needed this help.
On arrival, Andrew was able to meet with Nobel Prize winner
Dr Denis Mukwege, a renowned gynaecologist and the founder
of the Panzi Hospital and Foundation. Dr Mukwege is a strong
advocate for ending sexual violence and rape being used as a
weapon of war.
Andrew shared, “Dr Mukwege expressed his thanks for MAF and
was really appreciative that we were willing to fly these ladies to
the hospital. He voiced his hope that the relationship with MAF
would continue, as this was the first flight bringing women to
the hospital who live remotely, and the surgeries needed to be
done in the hospital and not via surgeons visiting them.“
It was quite a commitment for Andrew to make, to pilot this flight.
He had to commit to the six days away and also a two-week
quarantine and COVID-19 test after his return.
“I was feeling reluctant when I first heard about the flight because
the area is unknown to me and most people speak French.

But as I realised the significance
of the flight’s purpose, how
much the women needed the
surgery and that it was God’s
purpose, I knew I needed to just
do what I’d been asked to do. ”
Landscape in DRC

The flight required extensive planning and complicated stops
to collect passengers, and also an overnight fuel stop in Goma
both ways.
With COVID-19 still prevalent, the MAF team also had to make
sure the plane and their processes were compliant and safe to
protect all involved – a lengthy and sometimes frustrating process.
But it was all worth it, because in the end eight women were
collected from Lodja and five were waiting for the plane in

It was a complicated flight in unknown territory, and quarantine
was also a challenge. “It was a bit tedious and frustrating,” Andrew
says, “to be down the road from your family but not able to see
them or help in anyway.” Regardless, Andrew says he wouldn’t
have changed his decision after seeing the impact this flight
made for his passengers.
Please stand with us in praying for women and children to be
protected from crimes like these, and also pray for men and
women like Dr Mukwege who are fighting this tide. Being included
in changing the story for these 13 women was a humbling part
for MAF to play, supporting Dr Mukwege’s vision of restoring
women’s dignity and bringing some kind of healing after the
ordeals they have lived through.
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MAF IN A YEAR

Global
Impact
Behind each one of these numbers are stories
of life and transformation. This work only
happened because people like you enabled it.
Thank you for partnering with us.
*2019 statistics
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Every five minutes a MAF
plane is taking off or landing
somewhere in the world

1,400
Destinations MAF flies to
(More than any other airline)

138
MAF aircraft that operate
around the world

28

7M

+

Countries MAF
flies in

52,000
Flights in a year

170

+

Kms MAF flew in 2019
(equal to 171+ trips
around the equator!)

149,000
Passengers flown

+

MAF flights on a typical day

1,300

+

Staff serving with MAF
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AUS | ARNHEM LAND

SUPPORTING PARTNERSHIPS
IN ARNHEM LAND
Story by Tanya Van Seters, Principal, Nhulunbuy Christian College,
and Rachel Joy Herweynen, Teaching Principal, Gäwa Christian School
Photos by Gäwa Christian School, Nhulunbuy Christian College & Divyan Ahimaz

Children and teachers from Nhulunbuy Christian College and Gäwa Christian School involved in the cross-cultural learning program.
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In the small town of Nhulunbuy in north-east Arnhem Land,
situated on the Gove Peninsula, is Nhulunbuy Christian School.
This school caters for many of the children living in the town
of under 4000, providing them with education from a Christian
world view.
Nhulunbuy Christian College has had a long-standing relationship
and partnership with MAF in Arnhem Land. The college has and
continues to educate many children whose families work in the
MAF program and spouses of MAF staff have personally invested
in the growth of the college in its early years.
A big part of living in this area of Australia is the ongoing
presence of the Yolngu Australian Indigenous culture, however
Nhulunbuy, established as a mining town, has a predominantly
non-Indigenous population.
That’s why in 2019, Nhulunbuy Christian College and Gäwa
Christian School, an Indigenous school, ventured into a crosscultural learning program that would allow Indigenous and
non-Indigenous students to explore, experience and appreciate
each other’s culture and way of life from a young age. The
student exchange program was all set to begin but there was
one problem – the school in Gäwa was 120 kilometres away
on Elcho Island!
That’s where MAF stepped in, providing and sponsoring flights
for students and staff to travel between Nhulunbuy and Gäwa.
Tanya Van Seeters, Principal of Nhulunbuy Christian College,
shares, “Over the past two years, our Year 8/9 students have been
deeply blessed to fly to Gäwa Homeland with MAF to experience
living and learning from Yolngu Elders, adults, students and
families. This incredible opportunity has allowed our students
to build a richer understanding between Yolngu and Balanda
[non-Indigenous] cultures through shared experiences.
The program has also allowed Nhulunbuy Christian College
students to share their love for Jesus and the gospel message with
Gäwa students via games, worship songs, activities and stories.
We have seen the lives of our students transformed and
impacted greatly by their time in the Gäwa Homeland. As they
have immersed themselves in the community and culture of
Gäwa, students have experienced the love of Jesus in new and
profound ways.

This opportunity, supported by MAF, has given students at
Nhulunbuy Christian College a deeper understanding of Jesus
and the calling He has placed on their lives. The students we took
last year, still talk about that experience as being the ‘best week
of their lives’ and many have expressed that one day they want
to use their gifts to serve in Indigenous communities.
I love that at the beginning and the end of such a significant
trip like the Gäwa Christian School Partnership Program, MAF
are there to pray with us, and share in the excitement of this
transformative experience with the students. This program is
so much about young people experiencing Jesus through a
different culture and through relationships with Yolngu, that I
couldn’t imagine not having MAF as a part of this life-changing
experience. We also highly appreciate the financial support MAF
provide in sponsoring this program.”
At the other end of the partnership is the Gäwa Christian School,
one of the most remote Indigenous schools in Australia. Principal
Rachel Joy Herweynen says,

“MAF for Gäwa means crossing
the divide between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Australians,
breaking stereotypes and
replacing it with understanding
and love.”
MAF flights also supports teachers and staff from the Gäwa
Christian School by offering them subsidised flights for a break
from their teaching duties. Supplies and general freight are also
subsidised.
Both Tanya and Rachel and the school communities are deeply
thankful to MAF for enabling the partnership between the two
schools, and look forward to more opportunities to continue
developing the relationship.
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MET WITH SMILES
Story and photos by Divyan Ahimaz
I was enjoying a cup of coffee when we got the call.
It’s not common for someone other than the pilot to be on
an urgent medevac flight, but I was lucky this time – we were
under the weight limit for the aircraft. This was my first chance
to experience a medevac in three years of being in the program.
Unsure of what to expect, Pilot Anton Zhang and I made our way
to the homeland. This time of the year can be a bit challenging
with the change in winds and the rise in air temperature and
currents. It is now the sticky and humid build-up season.
This is also when the Yolngu rangers finish what’s left of the
traditional bush burning before the wet season. The smoke and
haze from this add to the testing of the pilot’s skill up here in
Arnhem Land.
After about 30 minutes in the air, we were circling over the
homeland to make it down to the runway. Still nervous about
what I was going to witness, I jump out of the aircraft. It’s one
thing to see an adult in need of medical help but a 4-month
baby in distress would devastate me as a father.
The community nurse tells us that the passengers are on their
way. A dusty white ute pulls over away from the aircraft and two
women get out, one of them carrying the baby. Something was
different though. Our passengers who needed a medical flight
arrived at the airstrip with big, beautiful smiles on their faces.
Conversations began and the atmosphere around the aircraft is
relaxed. Anton even found out that he was the adopted uncle
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to one of the passengers! I got talking to the mother who told
me that the baby was running a high fever for the past few days.
She mentioned that she was relieved and happy because the fever
had receded from when the emergency flight was requested.
Nevertheless, they decided to take the little girl to the district
hospital in Gove for a thorough check-up.
The mother was grateful for MAF’s quick service. Medevac
flights like these give the Yolngu living in remote homelands
critical access to medical services, sometimes even making the
difference between life and death.

Thank you!
We have just finished our Fuel for
Father’s Day promotion and we are
overjoyed to say that we have raised an
incredible $160,000 to fuel medevacs
just like this.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in this appeal!

INTRODUCING

Gavin McCulloch
Can you please introduce yourself, and tell us a little
about your background and this new role?
I’m a South Africa born Kiwi currently living in Newcastle. My happy
place is anywhere near a beach and I enjoy running, spending time
with my family and friends. I’m married to an amazing woman
Laurel, and have two awesome adult children Eden and Connor.
I have spent most of my career working in the Christian music
industry and Not-for-Profit sectors. Much of my work involved
bridging the gap between ministry, be it selling Christian Music
through mainstream retail stores or getting one of the major
supermarket chains to sell a cookbook to help a fundraiser. In the
process I’ve met some incredible business people who are passionate
about growing their businesses, supporting their staff and using
their profits and influence to grow God’s kingdom.
It’s these relationships and experience that brought me to the role
as Ministry Advancement Manager for MAF. My focus will be on
building relationships with businesses and business leaders with
the aim of partnering with them to help MAF to bring hope, help
and healing to isolated communities around the world.

What unique opportunity does MAF
offer businesses?
I love MAF’s partnership model. For over 75 years MAF has and
continues to partner with thousands of different organisations.
Each one has their own unique set of skills but in working together
we’ve been able to accomplish so much more than we could have
individually. It often feels like MAF is the glue that binds and connects
these amazing organisations together.
There are a number of key opportunities and projects that without
funding and resourcing we are not able to get off the ground.
Business leaders and business can help to make these projects a

How can businesses partner with MAF?
There are several opportunities for businesses to
partner with and to support the work of MAF.
These include:
You and your staff or workmates can
give a little from your pre-tax pay to
support the work of MAF.

You can host a COVID safe
fundraising event at your workplace.
This could be a Fuel Good Morning
Tea or if you’re feeling energetic
and you and your team want to achieve
some health and fitness goals, you could take
on a fundraising challenge. You and your
workmates can run, walk, cycle, swim or
paddle. The opportunities are endless - pick
an activity, challenge yourselves, and fundraise
for MAF to support the work we do.

There are several critical program
needs that we are unable to
implement without the necessary
funding. You can help to make
these plans a reality. If you want to know more
you can reach out to me via the MAF website
at www.maf.org.au/partnerships. I’d love
the opportunity to connect and to explore
opportunities to partner together.

reality and in doing so can join us in bringing hope to the isolated.
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STAFF HIGHLIGHT

Marcus Grey
Interview by Katherine Williams

Marcus Grey is the Chief Flying Instructor as well
as the Chief Pilot of Mareeba and Timor-Leste.
He brings a wealth of experience – from flying
in Arnhem Land to Papua New Guinea to Ballarat
– to the training, development and mentoring
of the student and MAF program pilots.
We recently asked Marcus to share a little of
how God has called and led him through his
journey with MAF:
At five years old, I was in Sunday school and I heard God
speak to me. It was totally out of the blue. He said, “I want
you to be a pilot for me, to be a pilot for Jesus.” And so
really, the journey started there.
Every decision I made from that time on, really right
through primary school, high school and university was
made with the intention of becoming a pilot for Jesus. I
didn’t know what that meant when I heard it, I just knew
what a pilot was and I knew that I wanted to serve Jesus.
But it all nearly didn’t happen, because when I was 10
years old, I had an accident and I got a biro stuck in my
left eye. Our family doctor didn’t think it was too bad,
but he sent me into the Melbourne Eye and Ear Hospital
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and the doctors took one look at it and said the biro had
actually penetrated the iris and I had to have surgery
straight away.
When the doctor looked at my eye, he said, “I can give
you a 50/50 chance of ever seeing out of that left eye
ever again.” I said, “Well, I want to be a pilot.” But he said
that wasn’t going to happen.
Thankfully, it “just so happened” that very day the best
eye specialist in the Southern Hemisphere was doing a
short visit to the hospital. My doctor called him in and he
took a look. He said, ”Yes I can do that.”
By the end of the day I was in a hospital bed with a patch
over my eye. Now I’ve actually got better vision in the
left eye than I do on the right! God did a miracle so that
I could keep preparing to be a pilot.
The thing that gets me through hard times, and helps
me to keep focusing on what I’m doing, is being able to
remember the calling that God gave me, and
how faithful He has been in the past
to help, strengthen, guide and
provide for me. That’s the basis
of my service, that God is faithful.

Serve with us

VACANCIES
Pilot

In 2020, despite the many restrictions on flying that the
COVID-19 pandemic has brought around the world, MAF
has been fortunate to be able to continue serving those
most isolated, even though at a more reduced level than
normal. The needs of those living remotely have only been
intensified.

Missions Pilot/Manager
Tanzania

Micah 6:8 – ‘ and what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God’.

Engineering

Experienced Mission Pilot
Liberia
Experienced Mission Pilot
South Sudan

Licenced Aircraft Maintenance Engineer
Uganda
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer Training Officer
PNG

Our program in South Sudan is looking for a Quality
Manager/ Pilot to join their team and continue their
invaluable work.

Chief Engineer
Chad

Please head over to our current vacancies page on our
website to view all our current vacancies - we would love to
hear from you.

Aircraft Engineer-Training Specialist
Bangladesh

Management
Finance Manager
South Sudan

Kuren Galant
Recruitment Manager,
MAF Australia

Program Manager
Angola
Facilities Manager
Arnhem Land

For more information and to apply, go to:
www.maf.org.au/current_vacancies

TRANSFORM LIVES
WITH A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
If and when the time is right for you to include a gift to a charity
in your Will, please remember MAF. After you have provided for
your family, a gift to MAF in your Will, whatever size, will make a
real difference to the remote and isolated people.
For further information and resources, please contact Edgar
Voigts (Relationship Manager) on 1800 650 169 or
e-mail: edgar.voigts@maf.org.au
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MAF AUSTRALIA 2021

Calendar out now!

Our MAF Australia 2021 calendar is now available!
If you haven’t already received a copy and would like to,
please get in touch with us on 1800 650 169.
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