WINTER EDITION

FLYING
FOR LIFE

THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF

MAF AUSTRALIA
04 HISTORY REPEATED
08–10 WHAT HAPPENS IN MAREEBA... DOESN’T STAY IN MAREEBA
12 ACHIEVING THE ENGINEERING DREAM

FROM THE CEO

Welcome
Two-thousand, five-hundred metres.

We hope, too, that it will inspire you to pray for and
give generously towards the new hangar project.

It doesn’t sound very far but - right now - it feels like
an enormous distance to travel!
You see, 2,500m is the distance between where our
current hangar is in Mareeba and where the new
hangar will be built. And between here and there is a
significant obstacle to overcome - an obstacle to
the tune of around AUD $3m.
By now you will have likely heard us speak about this
exciting project. These two new hangars are going
to significantly increase the effectiveness of the MAF
operations in Mareeba, which in turn will have a
profound impact on the MAF programs that depend
on their work.

We here in Australia have been tasked with raising
$850,000 towards the project. Your generosity to
date has put us a quarter of the way there! That gap
between where we are and where we need to be is
getting smaller!
Together, under God’s strength, I am confident that
we will be able to travel that 2,500m by the year’s
end (when our current hangar lease expires).
For we remember that: Great is our Lord, and
abundant in power; His understanding is beyond
measure. (Ps 147:5)
This is, after all, His project.

Because the day-to-day work of the team in
Mareeba generally involves the less “dramatic”
aspects of MAF’s ministry - important things like
maintenance, painting, compliance, regulations,
training, spare parts, apprenticeships, etc - they
don’t typically get much air time when it comes to
MAF communications!
So, this issue of Flying for Life is dedicated to telling
that story. We hope it will remind you of this
important work and that it will inspire you to pray for
the families that serve there.

Thank you for your continued faithful partnership in
this work. Together we will see isolated communities
experience God’s love.
Yours faithfully,

Ian McDougall
CEO, MAF Australia

X
Two-thousand, five-hundred metres
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2021 APPEAL

Help us fund a new hangar
for the team in Mareeba

The MAF base in Mareeba provides critical
aircraft maintenance, support and training
for our Asia-Pacific programs. For decades
to come, the development of a new hangar
will enable MAF programs across the world
to continue reaching isolated communities
with God’s love.
We are so thankful for the AUD$200,000+
given so far towards our AUD$850,000
target.
If you haven’t already, may I ask you to
prayerfully consider giving generously
towards this new development?

To make a
tax-deductible
donation, go to:
maf.org.au/hangar

Official opening of MAF-AIR Services at Ballarat, Australia

History
repeated
T h e h i s t o r y o f M A F ’s m a i n t e n a n c e f a c i l i t y i n A u s t r a l i a i s f i l l e d
w i t h s t o r y u p o n s t o r y o f G o d ’s p r ov i s i o n a n d f a i t h f u l n e s s . A s w e
s t e p b a c k t o l o o k w e c a n s e e H i m a t wo r k b o t h t h e n a n d n ow.

Story: Ron Watts Photos: MAF Archive
One evening in late 1960, as New Zealand farmer Trevor
Bryant was praying and reading his Bible, he suddenly
became acutely aware of Christ in the room.
He clearly remembers the brief but audible words:

“Give everything.”
“Everything?” Trevor asked.
“Everything.”
“But where, Lord?”
“MAF.”
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Trevor humbly suggested another cause in which he was
interested. “MAF,” came the quiet but firm reply. Trevor still
hesitated.

“I have spoken,” said the Lord, and
withdrew.
By morning, in obedience to this clear instruction, Trevor
and his wife Helen had determined they would sell their
224 acre North Island grazing property and donate the
entire proceeds to a MAF project.

VH-MFW ferry flight (Longreach)

Trevor and Helen’s gift could not have come at a better
time, just as the need for a MAF engineering base in
Australia was becoming critical. Reflecting the close
relationship that has always existed between MAF in
Australia and New Zealand, the substantial proceeds
enabled the establishment of MAF-AIR Services at Ballarat
Aerodrome in 1962.
By God’s design, four elements had come together
with exquisite timing – the Bryant’s monetary gift; the
readily available equipment and personnel of Colin le
Couteur’s “Aerial Missions” organisation; a hangar and staff
accommodation on Ballarat Aerodrome; and the provision
of an expert engineering manager, Alex Jardine.

A PIONEER
MAF-AIR Services was a pioneer in the world of mission
aviation, offering major airframe and engine overhaul
facilities, not just for the fleet of MAF aircraft in Papua
New Guinea, Arnhem Land and Central Australia, but with
capacity for commercial customers as well, ensuring a
steady flow of work and revenue.
The training of aircraft engineers could now be done
‘in house,’ and all future MAF pilots were given a good
grounding in the basics of aircraft maintenance. Within a
few short years, the MAF-AIR Flight Training Centre had
been established, catering not only for MAF candidates,
but also trainee pilots from a range of other backgrounds.
When the Bible College of Victoria’s Mission Aviation
Course (later re-named ACMA) was launched at
Coldstream Airport in the 1990s, most training was moved
to the new, purpose-built facility.
But there remained one significant drawback. Ballarat,
while conveniently close to MAF’s Melbourne headquarters
in Box Hill, was more than 4,000 kilometres from Mount
Hagen, MAF’s main base in PNG. A one-way journey by
MAF Cessna 206 took about 17 flying hours, spread over
two or three days.

T I M E T O M OV E
As the years went by, the need to move everything closer
to ‘the field’ was becoming more pressing and, by the
turn of the century, concrete plans were being laid to
move the entire engineering and headquarters functions
to Far North Queensland. As a result of this bold initiative,
tropical Cairns and Mareeba have been home to MAF for
nearly twenty years.

G O D P ROV I D E S AG A I N
As was the case in Ballarat, the hangar and other facilities
at Mareeba were of necessity leased, with no certainty
of a secure future. But MAF engineering, now facing a
critical shortage of working space and with considerable
challenges surrounding the renewal of the lease, has once
again been favoured by God’s extraordinary grace.
An anonymous supporter in the mould of Trevor and
Helen Bryant discovered that twelve acres bordering the
Mareeba Airport were for sale. Purchasing the property, he
then gifted the land to MAF in order that new, permanent
facilities may be built. It could be said that history has
repeated itself; God continues to be at the epicentre of the
MAF story, providing for its every need. This latest chapter
in the pilgrimage of the MAF family should encourage us
all to renewed faithfulness, prayer and generosity.

The first Mission Aviation Camp in 1979
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S TA F F H I G H L I G H T: M A R E E B A

David Walmsley
David Walmsley, Hangar Supervisor Avionics coordinates all avionics
jobs that come through the MAF Mareeba Hangar. He also supervises the
Avionics Apprentices.
David grew up in MAF, as his Dad was a Pilot in PNG, so he saw first hand
the positive impact of mission in PNG. He left school and carried out
his apprenticeship with MAF, serving in Arnhem Land and PNG as Chief
Engineer, as well as in Mareeba.
We asked David to share his thoughts on the role that Mareeba plays and
the importance of this next chapter for the base.
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How long have you been serving in Mareeba?
David: I’ve been in Mareeba since 2015, having moved with
Naomi, my wife, and kids from Papua New Guinea where
we served on the field with MAF. I started out as a Hangar
Supervisor and then moved into the role I’m currently in as
Avionics Supervisor.
What does a typical day in the hangar look like for you?
David: My role involves the project management of any
avionics-related job - so planning and working with the
team on these jobs as they come into the hangar. I’m
also responsible for mentoring and training any Avionics
Apprentices that join the team, which I really enjoy.
What part does Mareeba play in the wider MAF ministry?
Well, Mareeba in many ways is the hub that offers support
and training to a lot of the MAF programs around the
world. Planes are sent to us from both our Australian
and international programs for maintenance and repair.
On any given day the team can be working on anything
from regular maintenance checks to full scale aircraft
restorations.
Mareeba also plays an important role in short and longterm training of our MAF pilots and engineers. Mareeba is
a really strategically located base, which makes training of
locally and overseas staff quite convenient.
What will this new hangar mean for the work that goes
on in Mareeba?
We’ve always felt like the facilities here have been limiting
in the amount of work that we can do and what we can
achieve.

The hangar was always a temporary solution - and so
it hasn’t really been custom-built to accommodate
everything that goes on.
Take the paint shop for example, we currently have an
aircraft in there that doesn’t fit unless we pull the aircraft
apart- which just slows the whole process down.
Same goes for the hangar - in a couple of weeks we have
two planes scheduled for maintenance, but we can’t fit
both planes in the hangar at the same time! So that’s
always a challenge.
Having more space will increase our efficiency
significantly, but will also allow for further growth down
the track which is exciting.
What would you say would be the most meaningful part
of working in Mareeba?
Having experienced field-work first hand I’m able to see
how our work here in Mareeba actually affects people’s
lives. It’s so much more than just making an income. By
supporting our teams across the various programs we’re
able to help them reach communities more efficiently and
more reliably.
The more we can do here in the hangar, the less there is
for the field staff to do or worry about.
You definitely feel satisfied when an aircraft leaves the
hangar in good condition again, knowing that it means
more people will be reached.

Have you seen
David Walmsley
featured in MAF’s
film “Engineering
for Life”.
Scan the QR code
to watch!
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What happens in Mareeba ...
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Through aircraft maintenance and training, the team in
Mareeba play a vital role in supporting the operations of
our programs in Australia and overseas.

ENGINEERING
The aircraft maintenance engineers in Mareeba are tasked with looking after
many of MAF’s local and international aircraft fleet. The team is equipped to
work on everything from scheduled maintenance, modifications and repairs, to
repaints, avionics upgrades and major aircraft overhauls.

PROGRAM SUPPORT
Programs that don’t have the necessary expertise or resources on hand to repair
an aircraft rely on the team in Mareeba to provide support. When an engineering
need arises on the field, the Mareeba team are on call to fly out and assist whether it’s an engine replacement in Bangladesh or a mechanical repair in Papua
New Guinea.

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT
The maintenance of MAF aircraft is strictly regulated by local aviation bodies.
The team in Mareeba makes sure that the aircraft fleet is up-to-date with
scheduled inspections, documentation and registration. This preventative
maintenance helps to keep the MAF aircraft fleet fit for flying, ensuring the safety
and reliability of each take off and touch down.

FLIGHT TRAINING
In February 2015 the MAF Training Centre opened its doors in Mareeba.
Partnering with Aviation Australia in Cairns (and recently Central Queensland
University), the MAF TC offers quality flight training with a specific focus on
preparing pilots for mission aviation. Mareeba is about 70km inland from
MAF’s support office in Cairns. Boasting 300 sunny days a year, it is the perfect
location for flight training.
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... doesn’t stay in Mareeba!
Day on day, MAF flights take place bringing hope into some of the
most desperate situations. Although the four snippets below are from
different countries, they all have one thing in common: they are made
possible by the team in Mareeba.

A R N H E M L A N D : E VACUAT I N G A M U M
Story and photo: Divyan Ahimaz
A 27-year-old mum of three was referred to Crisis
Accommodation Gove by the Numbulwar police. She was
heavily pregnant and experienced abuse from her partner. Her
pregnancy was at high risk and the police requested her to stay
at the shelter until her baby was born.
A flight was organised through MAF to immediately evacuate her to Nhulunbuy. She received support at the
local hospital in relation to her high-risk pregnancy and a plan was organised for her to travel to Darwin for
the birth of her baby; to be near a specialist team and away from the unsafe environment with her partner. A
second MAF flight was conducted two weeks after leaving the homeland to reunite her with her children, as
she was experiencing great anxiety over the separation.

T I M O R– L E S T E : E VACUAT I N G A B OY
Photos: Lungpinglak Domtta
During the first wave of the pandemic, MAF Timor-Leste
received a call to pick up a person who had been in a bike
accident. He had broken his leg, hurt his back and suffered a
severe head injury. As the country was a state of emergency
with COVID-19, only medical evacuation flights were permitted
to fly without prior permission.
Without much delay, we were able to fly out to Lospalos
and bring the patient back to Dili where he could receive the
treatment he needed.
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B A N G L A D E S H : E VACUAT I N G A PA R T N E R
Photo: Elisabeth Fahrni Mansur
When the COVID-19 crisis was building, MAF Bangladesh was key in
transporting a teacher to Dhaka to enable her to board a repatriation
flight back to Switzerland. Her host, Elisabeth Fahrni Mansur wrote
to thank the team, telling her story:
“Only thanks to the extensive efforts from yourself and the MAF
Bangladesh team was it possible to manage her evacuation within
36 hours. Travel by MAF seaplane was the only option to get her to
Dhaka due to the nationwide restriction on movement.
“It gives me extreme comfort to know that there is such an engaged and dedicated team working here in
Bangladesh. Our visitor, as well as my family and I, deeply appreciate these extraordinary efforts. Please convey
our sincere gratitude to all persons involved in this successful evacuation. We wish you and the greater MAF family
the best of health in these challenging times.”

P N G : E VACUAT I N G A YO U N G WO M A N
Story and photos: Mandy Glass
Saturday morning, the two of us were in town for
a shopping trip. The call came as we entered the
hardware store. Medevac! Domestic violence. The local
Community Health Worker wasn’t able to stop the
bleeding and the district hospital approved and called for
a medevac. 30 minutes later we were at the airport. We
took the stretcher, just in case.
The community was ready as we landed. They must have
heard us overhead, above the clouds. The woman, well, a
fairly young girl still, was carried to the airstrip and seated
on the aircraft stairs.

There was no stretcher for her at the local health post.
So two men carried her forming a “chair” with their
arms supporting her legs and back. This must have been
painful for her, as her wound was right there.
The flight to Kompiam took us over a few ridges and as
we got closer to Kompiam, the gaps between the clouds
and the ridges became wider and wider. Kompiam valley
was wide open. Clear to land!
Within 5 minutes after landing, the MAF agent and the
hospital’s ambulance arrived at the airstrip. The aircraft
stretcher came again into action to transfer the patient
into the ambulance - and off they drove. The clinic staff
was waiting to see her.
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Achieving the
engineering dream
Story: Katherine Williams Photos: Shannon Perrett

After five years of dedication and hard work,
Dan Perrett completed his apprenticeship in
Engineering (Cert IV in Aero skills - Avionics)
through Aviation Australia in Cairns.

F RO M B AC H E LO R T O A P P R E N T I C E
Dan grew up in a Christian home and made a personal
commitment to God in his early 20’s. After completing
a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering, he worked as
an engineer for a few years before he decided to take a
backpacking trip through Papua New Guinea. As part of his
trip he visited some friends who were working with MAF
and attended a Bible Translation Dedication Service.
This experience had a profound impact on Dan; he had
a real sense that God was calling him to mission. At
that time he met Shannon who later became his wife.
Dan and Shannon were initially unsure where they were
meant to go with this calling, but as Dan had an interest
in solar power, they were led back to PNG, to what was
then called Christian Radio Missionary Fellowship (now
MAF Technology Services) where they served for over six
years – Dan as a Technician and Training Coordinator and
Shannon as the Financial Administrator.
In 2014 the Perrett family decided to return to Australia
and Dan began to think about his future; He says “I had

12 / FLYING FOR LIFE / Winter 2021

always been a bit of an aeroplane nut and had an interest
in electronics.”
One of the MAF Human Resource team who was
aware of Dan’s skill and experience, asked him to
consider the possibility of joining MAF Mareeba as an
Avionics Apprentice. So in January 2015 Dan began his
apprenticeship journey.
Uniquely, MAF apprentices can work toward a European
Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) licence and/or a Civil
Aviation Safety Authority Australia (CASA) licence to enable
them to be able to work in as many countries as possible.
He explains “I am very relieved that I have achieved my
apprenticeship! I particularly enjoyed being able to work
on program aircraft and am very grateful to the engineers
that took the time to invest in me and mentor me.”
Dan recently gained a CASA Australia issued Aircraft
Maintenance Engineer (Avionics) Licence. He would very
much like to provide program support, particularly in PNG,
as he already has a knowledge of the language and culture
there.
Dan also has a passion to help others, he explains “his
heart is to invest in people” and therefore would very
much like to be part of mentoring and training others
during their engineering apprenticeships.

Could the MAF Engineering Apprenticeship be for you?

Ste p 2
Ste p 1
Are you someone who loves the thought of
using your passion for engineering to bring
transformation to isolated communities?

Give us a call to see if the MAF
Engineering Apprenticeship is right
for you.

Ste p 3
We’ll work with you to build an apprenticeship program that
suits your capacity, timeframe and location. We will include
the major milestones of formal training, experience, Bible
College and financial support raising.

Ste p 4
On completion, you can expect to
have a Certificate IV in Aeroskills.
You’re well on your way to being able
to serve with MAF!

Take the first step: maf.org.au/recruitment, or phone 1800 987 221
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Community News
RI D E 4 F U E L
After unfortunately having to cancel the rides in 2020.
Ride4Fuel is back on in 2021! There are 2 rides planned
for this year.
Radelaide 2021
27 September – 2 October, Adelaide
Mountains to the Sea 2021 (Mountain Biking)
11 – 14 December, Tasmania
Sponsor a rider or join us for a ride (or two!) and support
the work of MAF.

For more details, visit: rideforfuel.maf.org.au

T R A N S FO R M LI V E S
WIT H A G I F T I N YO U R WI LL
If and when the time is right for you to include a gift to a
charity in your Will, please remember MAF.
After you have provided for your family, a gift to MAF in
your Will, whatever size, will make a real difference to the
remote and isolated people.

For further information and resources,
please contact Edgar Voigts
(Relationship Manager) on 1800 650 169
or email: edgar.voigts@maf.org.au
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Serve with us
Different parts of the world are experiencing COVID-19
to varying degrees and some parts are encountering
challenges without getting any sense of normality back.
As the work of MAF advances we’d like to ensure that no
one is left behind and there are numerous opportunities to
serve with MAF around the world.

There are currently needs for country directors in various
locations along with aircraft engineering needs.
If you’d like to discuss any of these opportunities with us
please don’t hesitate to email us on personnel@maf.org.au
or call 1800 987 221. We would love to talk to you.

1 Corinthians 3:9 talks about being co-workers in God’s
service. It describes how one person plants the seed,
another waters the plant, but GOD… He makes things
grow.
He makes our serving worth doing. You might want to
take a moment and reflect on whether you could serve
as co-workers with MAF.

Kuren Galant
Recruitment Manager,
MAF Australia

For more information and to apply, go to:
www.maf.org.au/current_vacancies

VAC A N CI E S
Management

Engineering

Country Director
Various Locations
(Liberia, Australia)

Chief Engineer
Chad

Short Term HR Manager
PNG

Pilot
Experienced Mission Pilot
Various Locations
(PNG, Liberia, Australia)
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