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Week 1 Feb 28th: Arnhem Land 

• Zhang (p.4) - COVID-19 cases are rising in 
Arnhem Land, as it has all around Australia.  
Please pray for God to protect vulnerable 
communities and people, and also pray for 
the health workers and authorities. A lot of 
things have happened in my life in the new 
year, many of them good things, including 
getting engaged, moving houses, and 
enroling in Bible college to study Hebrew.  
However, I’m aware that these can also be 
sources of stress.  Please pray that God will 
sustain me, that I may use my time wisely, 
and also get adequate rest.  

• Simmonds Family (p.4) - Praise God MAF-I 
has now opened a temporary pathway 
for low hours pilots to fly in Arnhem Land. 
Please pray for safety and good support for 
these pilot as they begin in the program in 
the next couple of months. Please continue 
to pray for protection against COVID-19 for 
our Aboriginal Homelands and Communities. 
There are now many locations which are 
now locked down, due to growing cases. 
Thankfully it is in the communities with high 
vaccination rates.  

Week 2 Mar 7th: 
Madagascar & South Sudan  

• Pray for communities in Madagascar that 
were affected by Cyclone Batsirai. Pray that 
the MAF team in country can be a blessing 
to aid workers travelling to the area. Praise 
God for the relief work that has already been 
completed.  

• MAF Madagascar has identified several very 
isolated places with very little church/gospel 
presence. Pray that God will help us to find 
partners with a similar vision to share the 
Gospel where it is so needed. 

• This year marks 100 years of the Gospel 
reaching Maridi in South Sudan. Pray for 
the celebrations that will mark this milestone 
and for a fresh vision for the church going 
forward. 

 Week 3 Mar 14th: Cairns & Mareeba 

• Simmonds Family (p.4) - Please pray 
for Mark as he begins the new role of 
International Safety Manager. Mark will 
be travelling to Arnhem Land, Papua New 
Guinea and Timor Leste over the next 4 
months. Please pray for visas and health, 
as travel arrangements are made. Please 
pray for Jodie as she starts her final subject 
in her Masters degree. Please pray for 
strength for her as she balances studies with 
work and family, particularly as Mark will be 
away during the school term. 

• Perrett Family (p.10) - We are so very 
thankful for the new Mareeba hangar. We 
praise God for the generous donors who 
have made this possible. Praise God for 
successful sale of the two PNG Twin Otter 
aircraft. Please uphold Emily in your prayers 
as she moves and settles in to Uni life in 
Toowoomba. 

• Praise God that our Mareeba engineers are 
now able to visit our Timor-Leste program 
to provide the engineering support that the 
pandemic has prevented them from doing. 
 

Week 4 Mar 21st: Papua New Guinea 

• Axon (p.12) - Please pray for a continued 
focus of MAF on building God’s kingdom. 
There have been many new national staff 
joining the Ground Ops team. Pray for 
their training and fitting into the MAF team. 
We praise God for continued energy and 
strength for Richie as he fills in as the Acting 
Flight Ops Manager and for the relatively 
minor impact of COVID-19 here in PNG. 

• A number of new staff families have arrived 
in our Papua New Guinea program. Pray 
that they will settle in well as they come to 
grips with a new country and culture. 

• Praise God for the first operational flight into 
Yalum, PNG, recently – an airstrip that was 
recently reopened after 22 years.

The 2022 Staff Prayer Handbook will be posted soon. If you don’t receive it by the end of March, please email 
maf@maf.org.au, call 1800650169 or write to PO Box 7187 Baulkham Hills NSW 2153.



A Little Note
Welcome to March and welcome to my favourite season of Autumn! I love Autumn for the 
crisp nights and warm days, the blue skies and comforting sun that warms the soul not burns 
the skin, the beautiful red and gold hues in the landscape, for apples and all the lovely baked 
goods that can be made from them, and for the overall sense of joy and peace that I always 
seem to feel this season. 

Autumn is known as a time of harvest. For reaping the benefits of seeds planted in the 
spring. For many of us here in Sydney, spring was spent in lockdown, inside our own homes. 
What seeds could we plant this past Spring? It was definitely different from previous years. 
Apart from sowing into my own family with whom I was with 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
opportunities to sow seeds of faith, seeds of greatness, seeds of hope into other people in my 
life were limited to the occasional message, email, phone call or zoom call. And only limited to 
people I already knew, there was no opportunity to meet new people and plant seeds into their 
hearts. It was a very challenging time as a community leader, as a friend, as a Christian. I am 
sure many can relate. 

Six months later we find ourselves in Autumn, in the so called harvest time. But to be honest, 
it feels like it is time to start planting seeds, to catch up on all the missed time of lockdown, the 
missed time of the past two years really.

Author Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote, “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but 
by the seeds that you plant.” For me, this is definitely the mindset I need to adopt as our new 
normal begins, with most restrictions lifted and life resuming again. 

“A farmer too lazy to plant in the spring, has nothing to harvest in the fall.” - Proverbs 20:4 
(MSG) 
 
“So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest a good 
crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the chance, let us work 
for the benefit of all, starting with the people closest to us in the community of faith.” - Galatians 
6:9-10 (MSG)

I pray that I will find opportunity to sow into the lives of other people this Autumn, to spread the 
good news of Jesus, to bring the good news of hope and eternal life. 

Blessings,

Eleanor Rivers
Communications Officer
MAF Australia


