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Bringing the Good News

MAF IS FLYING FOR LIFE AND 
OVERCOMING BARRIERS BY:

Delivering basic needs

Providing access to medical care 

Helping communities thrive
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Welcome from the CEO
For millions worldwide, Mission Aviation 

Fellowship serves as a vital lifeline. Our aviation 

fleet reaches the world’s most isolated people, 

providing access to food for the hungry, 

disaster response, medical aid, education, 

livelihood support, the hope of the Gospel, and 

much more.

For almost 80 years, MAF has served remote 

communities, flying into places of great need 

and tangibly demonstrating God’s love. With 

a deep understanding of the ever increasing 

needs of people and organisations, MAF’s 

ambitious vision is to provide access and 

resources to otherwise inaccessible areas. 

MAF planes empower over 1400 aid 

organisations. missions, local churches, and 

national groups by facilitating access so they 

can deliver impactful projects. Without MAF’s 

commitment and ability to land on some of the 

most formidable airstrips, isolated communities 

would remain cut off from this crucial support. 

Thanks to your unwavering  
support, our fleet of 116 aircraft 
now spans 24 countries, reaching 
more communities than any 
other air operator.

MAF operates in some of the world’s most 

challenging and harsh environments and 

it takes a toll on our aircraft. This results in 

increased maintenance costs and more time in 

the hangar rather than in the skies.

As we plan for the next 5 years, our MAF teams 

across the world recognise the urgency to 

invest in new planes. We need to act now, 

to ensure we have a fleet that can effectively 

meet future needs.  

Without fleet upgrades, MAF’s 
ability to bring help, hope, and 
healing to the world’s most 
isolated communities will be 
severely impacted.

In 2024, we invite you to partner with us as we 

fulfil our commitment to fund a new Cessna 

plane for our team. While this endeavour poses 

a significant financial challenge, we believe that 

with God it is possible.

Thanks to your support, our MAF planes can 

continue to bring help, hope and healing to 

isolated communities.

I trust you will find inspiration in the stories 

within these pages, recognising yourself as an 

indispensable part of this mission. Your faithful 

commitment makes this vital work possible.

Gratefully,

Dr Chris Barnes

CEO, MAF Australia



“Nothing happens without the 
plane. Development doesn’t 
happen without the plane.”

– Sally Lloyd, Director of the 

Strickland Bosavi Foundation, PNG

MAF provides the 

only air ambulance 
service in Timor-Leste.

The only way in or out 
of Mougulu, PNG is by 

foot or plane.

MAF assist in 230 
medevacs in Timor-
Leste every year.
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Eliazefa (right) with her baby and her husband (left).

MAF has been working with Timor-Leste’s Ministry of 

Health since 2007, providing the only air ambulance 

service in the whole country. In a country of 1.3 million 

people, demand for MAF’s services continues to grow.

MAF pilots carry out around 250 medevacs in Timor-

Leste every year, and can receive up to three medevac 

call-outs per day. Of MAF’s two aircraft based in Dili, 

one is always on standby for medevacs. All charter 

flights are booked on the understanding that medevacs 

take priority over any other flight.

Every medevac is accompanied by a nurse or doctor 

provided by the Ministry of Health. All medevacs are 

coordinated with district ambulances who take patients 

to the airports for MAF to pick up and drop off.

Recently, young mother Eliazefa, who was facing 

pregnancy complications, expressed relief after 

MAF transported her to the National Hospital Guido 

Valadares in Dili. Eliazefa lives on Atauro Island off the 

north coast of Dili. Without MAF’s 15-minute flight to 

hospital, she would have had to endure a three-hour 

uncomfortable, unreliable ferry ride.

A LIFELINE FOR REMOTE 
COMMUNITIES

She shared:

“I was frightened... but when I heard 
that MAF’s plane would evacuate us, I 
felt like there was hope for saving me 
and my baby’s lives."

Eliazefa received life-saving treatment and safely 

delivered her baby. Her husband expressed gratitude, 

saying, “I thank MAF for saving my wife and our baby’s 

life, and pray that MAF will continue to serve the 

remote people in Timor-Leste, particularly in Atauro 

Island.”

Sally Lloyd, Director of the Strickland Bosavi 

Foundation in Papua New Guinea, has been a MAF 

partner for over half a century. Today, a school set 

up by Sally – the Nomad Mougulu High School in 

Western Province – is the only school for miles around. 

Previously, the nearest high school was a six day walk 

away. There are no roads or rivers nearby, so the only 

way in or out of Mougulu is by foot or plane.

MAF continues to support Sally and the school by 

transporting building materials, food, and medical 

supplies. Sally emphasises the crucial role of MAF, 

stating, “We would be in the dark if we were here 

without MAF. People die if they can’t get access 

to a plane. Nothing happens without the plane. 

Development doesn’t happen without the plane.”

DELIVERING BASIC 
NEEDS IN PNG

Images left and above: In December 2022, MAF was 
invited to attend the graduation of the first ever 10th grade 
class from Nomad-Mougulu High School. MAF has played 
an essential role in the operation and the growth of the 
school flying in vegetables, building supplies, staff, and 
more.
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Our Fleet Today

MAF International's current preferred criteria for the 

Cessna 208 Caravan (C208) aircraft age/hours is not 

greater than 25 years or 20,000 hours. To achieve 

this preference over the next 7 years, the plan for the 

Caravan fleet will require selling 16 aircraft, refurbishing 

10, and purchasing a mix of 18 new Caravan models, 

including the introduction of the C208(EX).

The Fleet Renewal Plan addresses refreshment, avionics 

standardisation, facilitates ministry expansion, and 

results in over a 50% reduction in the average C208 

fleet age.

The oldest aircraft in the current fleet is 
from 1990 – making it 33 years old. In 
it’s lifetime it’s flown over 17,500 hours. 
Another aircraft, just a year younger, is 
approaching 23,500 hours.

Considering the maintenance requirements and costs 

for older aircraft, MAF International (MAFI) aims to 

replace the oldest aircraft in its Caravan fleet for greater 

effectiveness. The Fleet Renewal Plan outlines the 

planned fleet development for MAFI up to 2030.

Our Future Fleet

In order to build a fleet fit for the future and enhance 

MAF’s life-transforming impact, our immediate need 
is four new Cessna Caravans: 3x standard Cessna 
Caravans, and 1x Grand Caravan EX – which has 

increased cabin and cargo capacity, and a more powerful 

engine. This plan will see the first aircraft delivered in 

2024 and project completion in 2026.

When purchasing directly from the manufacturer’s 

production line, it takes at least a year from order to 

delivery. Once delivered, additional modifications need 

to be completed by MAF’s engineers, to make it ready for 

service in our unique context. When completed, it will be 

imported and accepted by the Civil Aviation Authority of 

the country in which it is going to serve.

The cost for MAF to purchase and modify 
a Grand Caravan EX is about USD$3.4m 
and a standard Caravan USD$3.1m.
US Dollars is the currency of aviation. 

This C208 in Uganda has been in service since early 1990’s. Parking the C208 plane at the Guinea hangar, 2023.

Building a fleet fit for 
the future.



FEATURES OF A STANDARD CESSNA MODIFICATIONS TO MAKE IT MAF READY

Synthetic Vision Technology Short Take Off/Landing and Increased Gross Weight Kit

ADS-B In / Out Transponder Pulsating Landing Lights

Radar Altimeter Main Wheel Gravel Deflector

High Frequency Communication System Nose Tyre Scraper

Colour Weather Radar Cargo Door Protective Strip

Terrain Awareness and Warning System Extended Baggage Compartment

300 Amp Starter/Generator Wing Jack Pads

Air Conditioning Single Point Refuelling System (Standard Caravan Only)

Cabin System Auto Flight Tracking & Text Messaging System

Large Main Tyres TAWS Switch/Annunciator

Cargo Pod Cargo Nets

Survival & First Aid Kits/Life Vests

Tow Bar/Tail Stand

Window Sun Shields

How do we get there?

Make your own Cessna paper 
plane as featured on the front 
cover of this issue! 

Scan to download and print.

Special Edition 2024 | 7

Preferred criteria age for C208 is: 

25 years or 20,000 hours

MAF’s Fleet Renewal Plan requires: 

Selling        Refurbishing 

16 aircraft 10 aircraft

Purchasing 

18 new models

Bring our Fleet for the
Future to life.

Scan to donate



SCHOOL BUS

MAF flights overcome geographical barriers, 

transporting students, teachers and essential 

school materials to remote and inaccessible 

areas, ensuring access to education and 

facilitating the learning process in isolated 

regions.

DISASTER RESPONSE

MAF’s Disaster Response Team ensures 

swift, coordinated aid in natural disasters, 

medical epidemics, conflicts, or famine. 

Their readiness and efficiency, supporting 

governments, NGOs, and churches, play a 

vital role in saving lives.

The Cessna 
208 Caravan
Recognised by the United Nations as a 

‘workhorse’, the Caravan is a crucial component 

of MAF's fleet, offering an excellent blend of 

range, capacity, and flexibility. Small enough 

for rough bush airstrips and tough enough to 

endure the experience while carrying a useful 

payload, this robust aircraft is equipped with 

reinforced landing gear, larger tyres, mud flaps, 

and additional features designed for challenging 

conditions common in the regions we serve.

The Caravan’s versatility allows quick 

reconfiguration, adapting to diverse needs. The 

large cabin accommodates up to 14 passengers 

or transforms for cargo transport, efficiently 

carrying items such as timber, prefabricated 

doors, fridges for vaccines and medication, 

corrugated iron sheets, fuel drums, and even 

motorbikes.
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In MAF’s service, a Cessna 
Caravan aircraft becomes a 
classroom, an ambulance, a food 
delivery service, a toolbox and 
so much more. So, imagine the 
life-transforming impact that 18 
planes could make to isolated 
people in remote communities 
over the next 25 years.

2022 MAF International statistics.



FOOD DELIVERY AMBULANCE

TOOL BOX

MAF flights facilitate crucial food access 

by delivering supplies to isolated areas. 

Additionally, by assisting communities in 

transporting food for trade, MAF contributes 

to economic sustainability and improved 

livelihoods.

In remote areas, MAF flights are essential 

for life-saving care. Rapid response address 

accidents, disease, disasters and childbirth 

complications. MAF transports patients, 

medical personnel, medicines and vaccines.

MAF flights facilitate development by 

transporting tools and building supplies 

to isolated communities. Overcoming 

geographical challenges, they play a crucial role 

in construction projects, fostering sustainable 

growth and infrastructure improvement.

HOPE OF THE GOSPEL

MAF flights empower missionaries and local 

evangelists to reach unreached people, 

aids indigenous church workers in isolated 

villages, facilitates church capacity building 

through discipleship and skills training, and 

supports Bible translation and distribution.

Special Edition 2024 | 9



10 | MAF Flying for Life: Autumn

What a MAF plane 
can do.

CASE STUDY:  
DISASTER RELIEF

Since the outbreak of the Sudan conflict 

last year, MAF has completed 33 flights, 

transporting 200 passengers and over 26 

tonnes of relief to aid overwhelmed transit 

camps in Renk, South Sudan. Dire living 

conditions persist due to insufficient resources 

for the growing refugee numbers. 

In July 2023, MAF, in collaboration with 

Cordaid International, delivered vital supplies 

to combat diseases. Cordaid International 

expressed deep gratitude, stating, “We’ve seen 

your mission ‘Flying for Life’ first-hand. It’s 

been an honour flying with MAF to Renk. Your 

contribution cannot be underestimated. We 

are proud to be associated with MAF.” MAF’s 

crucial support is highly valued in addressing 

the urgent needs.

South Sudan

26 tonnes of aid

MAF Technologies distributed 3,000 copies of 

the 2-in-1 English and ‘Tok Pisin King James 

Version’ Bibles to their employees to donate 

to local denominations during the 2023 

Christmas season. 

The Bibles were distributed during various 

events, including church camps, Bible 

training, and prison ministry. Our prayer is 

that these Bibles will play a role in spreading 

the word of God throughout the Eastern 

Highlands Province and bring people closer 

to Jesus.

Papua New Guinea

3000 Bibles distributed

CASE STUDY:  
HOPE OF THE GOSPEL



Thanks to your support, a MAF 
plane becomes many things to 
bring help, hope and healing to 
isolated communities.

• Pray for continued safety for our aircraft and 

pilots as we fly into 2024 bringing help, hope 

and healing to isolated places.

• MAF's mission requires new and updated 

aircraft. Please pray for wisdom as MAF staff 

begin to talk about this vital need with new 

and existing supporters.

• Give thanks for God’s provision of our 

aircraft as we strengthen our fleet. Continue 

to pray for His provision in this area.

• Pray for the recruitment of Country 

Directors for several MAF International 

programs this year.

• Give thanks for people in our organisation 

who are continually looking for ways to 

improve the way we work. Pray for good 

relationships amongst the growing pains, as 

new systems and practices are implemented.

Fuelled by 
Prayer

Sign up for  
Fuelled by Prayer
maf.org.au/pray-with-us

“The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.” 

– James 5:16 ESV
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MAF South Sudan facilitated the transport of 

five mothers and their babies (aged 3 to 14 

months) to the Cure Children’s Hospital of 

Uganda, renowned for life-saving surgery, as 

part of a new project supporting children with 

spina bifida and hydrocephalus. 

These families receive support from the 

Usratuna Center in Juba, an initiative of 

the Italian NGO ‘OVCI la Nostra Famiglia,’ 

dedicated to assisting children with disabilities 

across South Sudan. It was a delight to 

partner with these organisations who are 

bringing hope to families in need. 

South Sudan

5 mothers and their babies

CASE STUDY:  
AMBULANCE



How your support 
has powered us.
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The MAF aeroplane serves as an 
indispensable tool, enabling us to fulfil 
our mission by reaching remote and 
inaccessible regions with vital services and 
support. Here's an update on the impact of 
your support in response to urgent needs 
highlighted in recent appeals.

Mareeba’s cyclone-rated 
hangar door shields 
aircraft from Cyclone 
Jasper

In December 2023, Cyclone Jasper struck 

North QLD, causing considerable damage. 

While we continue to pray for recovery efforts 

we want to express our gratitude to you for 

your generous funding of the 2021 Mareeba 

hangar. 

With cyclone-rated doors, it effectively 

shielded all aircraft, preventing significant 

damage. Please keep MAF International 

staff in Cairns in your prayers, as some were 

personally impacted.

Education flights in 
Arnhem Land 

In 2023, MAF in Arnhem Land undertook 

641 educational flights, flying a total of 693 

hours and carrying 2553 passengers. That is 

an average of 16 flights a week during school 

terms.

Driving to school could consume up to 40% 

of the week! These flights facilitate teachers 

travel to homeland schools and enable high 

school students to board at Garrthalala's 

Makarrata College. Missing the Monday school 

bus flight could result in a whole week of 

missed school, so MAF pilots go the extra 

mile, sometimes even walking a kilometre 

into a community to check if the students are 

present. Thank you for contributing to our 

tax appeal in 2023 in order to continue this 

essential service in 2024.

Late last year, 2023 graduate Mamidal took one 
of his last flights with MAF on “MKK” from his 
homeland of Wandawuy to Makarrata College 
before graduating. 

Mareeba’s newly built hangar in 2021.
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Snapshots from 
around the world.

MAF Tanzania conducts monthly mobile medical clinics 

in remote regions like Mahaka, Chidudu, and Dabia. 

In a recent three-day operation, the team served 100 

pregnant women and 550 children, offering essential 

services including blood tests, folic acid supplements, 

antimalarials, and nutrition advice. 

Some women walked for over 3 hours in the scorching 

sun to access this vital treatment. Ruth Kambenga, 

Kilimatinde Safaris Coordinator, expressed her gratitude 

for MAF’s partnership: “Without MAF planes, healthcare 

access is challenging. MAF’s consistent support helps 

reduce maternal and child deaths, providing crucial care 

every month to these otherwise inaccessible villages”.

BRIDGING HEALTHCARE GAPS 
IN RURAL AREAS  

Addressing PNG’s literacy challenges (63.4% literacy 

rate), MAF actively enhances Bible accessibility by 

delivering solar-powered audio Bibles to isolated 

northern communities. This initiative allows villagers to 

easily listen to God’s word in their native language at 

the press of a button. 

In October 2023, in collaboration with Fellowship 

of National Bible Churches (FNBC), MAF PNG flew 

hundreds of these Bibles to Morobe Province. 

Accompanying these audio Bibles, one of FNBC’s 

pastors offered an opportunity to go deeper in 

discovering the Bible. As a result of this initiative, more 

than 170 gave their lives to Christ and were baptised.

MAKING THE GOOD NEWS 
ACCESSIBLE

MAF Technologies, Ministry Outreach representative, 
Nicholas Jowapo, assisting in baptism of hundreds of 
people in PNG.

Tackling maternal and infant mortality in rural Tanzania via 
mobile medical clinics.

Tanzania

100 women and 550 children served

Papua New Guinea

170 people baptised



Current vacancies

We are reminded in Matthew 9:37 that “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few”. The basic needs of 

people living in isolated communities still requires our 

help, God’s hope and His healing. 

Getting aircraft into the most remote parts of the world 

takes a diverse collection of skills including expertise 

in flying, engineering, IT, finance, operations, teaching, 

and many more. Aircraft Engineers are in particular 

demand at the moment to help MAF keep bringing global 

transformation. 

Do you have a passion to serve the isolated communities 

of this world? Has God been stirring your heart for 

mission this year? We would love to hear from you.

Experienced Pilots

Float Plane Pilot (PNG)

Engineers

Head of Maintenance Australian 

AMO (Mareeba, QLD)

Managers

Country Directors  

(PNG, South Sudan, Liberia)

For more information or to apply, contact our recruitment 

team: maf.org.au/vacancies/current-vacancies 

1800 987 221 | personnel@maf.org.au

Recruitment

Serve with us

Cover photo:

Completed Cessna 208 Caravan 
Paper Plane, designed by 
Andrew Dewar. See page 7 make 
your own paper plane.

Photo by Zoe Davies.
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Cindy Mascall, Talent Acquisition 

& People Care Specialist

Megan Welcome,

Recruitment Officer
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Gifts in wills
When MAF’s new bequest program began last year, 

we talked to many who have already committed 

a gift in their will for our mission. Through those 

conversations we heard stories of either serving on 

the MAF team, in another mission assisted by MAF, 

or of their knowledge about the different work MAF 

does in the name of Jesus.

While catching up on the phone is good, being able 

to chat face-to-face on occasion is even better. 

Paul writes: 

“I long to see you so that I may impart 
to you some spiritual gift to make you 
strong – that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s 
faith”. – Romans 1:11-12 NIV

Taking Paul’s thinking to heart, we are planning a 

series of small fellowship events throughout 2024 in 

capital cities and regional areas. At these events, we 

will update you on current MAF stories and where 

we are headed in the next few years, and invite 

you to share your history with MAF. We will also 

share about the difference bequests make to MAF’s 

mission as an idea for personal reflection.

If you would like to learn more about organising a 

fellowship event at your church or at a home, please 

get in touch with us.

Dave Martin

dave.martin@maf.org.au

0435 952 195



M E A L S  F O R  M O T H E R S  D AY

www.maf.org.au | 1800 650 169 | +61 2 8014-6450 

PO Box 7187, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

FOLLOW US ON:

  

 Cook with or for your Mum using recipes shared by MAF 
Women serving around the world, and support MAF’s work in 
bringing help, hope and healing to women living in isolation. 

Recipe cards and limited edition gifts available soon!

Sign up: 
maf.org.au/mothersday


